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254 Thoracic surgical operations in patients enrolled in a computed tomographic
screening trial
Juan A. Crestanello, MD, Mark S. Allen, MD, James R. Jett, MD, Stephen D. Cassivi, MD,
Francis C. Nichols III, MD, Stephen J. Swensen, MD, Claude Deschamps, MD, and
Peter C. Pairolero, MD, Rochester, Minn
CT screening has found a large number of indeterminate pulmonary nodules in 1112 of 1520
smokers at least 50 years old. Lung cancer has been resected in 45 patients thus far in this
selected group of patients. Only a small percentage of pulmonary nodules found on CT are
malignant.
Surgery for Acquired
Cardiovascular Disease
(ACD)
260 Clinical outcomes after separate and composite replacement of the aortic
valve and ascending aorta
Thanos Sioris, MD, Tirone E. David, MD, Joan Ivanov, PhD, Susan Armstrong, MSc, and
Christopher M. Feindel, MD, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
The outcomes of aortic valve replacement with supracoronary replacement of the ascending
aorta for aortic valve disease and aneurysm of the ascending aorta were similar to those of
aortic root replacement for aortic root aneurysm. In the first group, no patient had aneurysm of
the retained aortic sinuses.
266 Quality of life after aortic valve replacement with tissue and mechanical
implants
Artyom Sedrakyan, MD, Patricia Hebert, PhD, Viola Vaccarino, MD, PhD, A. David Paltiel,
PhD, John A. Elefteriades, MD, Jennifer Mattera, MPH, Zhenqiu Lin, PhD,
Sarah A. Roumanis, RN, and Harlan M. Krumholz, MD, New Haven, Conn, and Atlanta, Ga
We prospectively studied 73 patients with tissue valve replacements and 53 patients with
mechanical valve replacements to determine whether changes in quality of life (QOL) differed
at 18 months postoperatively. QOL markedly improved from baseline in both groups. Mean
improvements in QOL were similar, and postoperative scores were comparable to US norms in
both groups.
273 Initial experience with the Heartstring proximal anastomotic system
Benjamin Medalion, MD, David Meirson, MD, Eli Hauptman, MD, Lior Sasson, MD, and
Arie Schachner, MD, Holon, Israel
The Heartstring proximal anastomotic system assists in the performance of proximal
anastomoses with minimal aortic manipulation. The experience with 12 patients is presented.
Elderly patients with a diseased aorta may benefit from its use.
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